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Volunteer Corner 

Have a Great New Year! 
The good news is that each day gives us another minute of daylight and one 
minute closer to spring.  I have talked to a few gardeners lately who are busy 
looking through catalogues and getting ready to start indoor plants.  Stay warm 
and well – spring is on the way!!! 

Spring Seminars 
The Buzz About Bees with Don Thill 

Join us Tuesday, March 6th, 7 p.m. at West Bend City Hall 1115 S. Main 

Street for a fun filled presentation on the importance of bees to our 

environment. To register for this free event go to rootsbranches.org or call 262-

335-5083.  

On Thursday, April 12th, 7 p.m. at West Bend City Hall 

1115 S. Main Street join David and Leslie Meuer of Meuer 

Farms in Chilton, WI to explore sustainable agriculture 

practices and learn applications within an urban community 

setting. To register for this free event go to 

rootsbranches.org or call 262-335-5083.  

Farm Diversity for Food Security 

Wednesday April 18th , 5:00 pm— Volunteer Celebration 

SAVE THE DATE, join us at Lac Lawrann Conservancy for our spring kick-off and potluck to celebrate 

all the work of our amazing volunteers and welcome new volunteers. Always a good time! 

April 27th, 9:00 am — Arbor Day Tree Packing 

VOLUNTEER to pack trees to be distributed to students in the schools at Regnar Park Pavilion. Takes 

less than 3 hours with a good group of volunteers.  Coffee and snack provided.  

May 5th, 9:00 am— Cleanup Greenup  

VOLUNTEER to help Cleanup area parks and green spaces during this city-wide event. Know of an 

area near you that needs cleaning? Let us know or gather your own team in your area to help. Trash 

bags, gloves and garbage pick-up available.   

Photography Help — Feed Your Creative Side 

VOLUNTEER to take pictures at events and activities.  Fun opportunity to cover one or more of our 

annual events—Let us know of your interest, and we can get you on the schedule.    



Thank You Donors 

Leigh Anne Lichon 

Marjorie Meier 

Margaret Pok 

Joyce and Debra Reak 

Joan Rosenberger 

Jo Sadownikow 

June Sommerfeld 

Jane & John Taylor 

Anthony Weasler 

Kathleen Weberg 

Thomas Weidman 

Joseph & Edna Zadra 

Kathie Zier 

Judy Zunker 

Partner $100-$999 

Joe & Mary Billmann 

Heather and Brian Dunn 

Associate $25-$99 

Geraldine Cibik 

Marilyn & Joel Clausen 

Shirley Decker 

Phyllis Ermer 

David Hammen 

Russell & Mary Hanson 

Lance & Sheila Hittman 

Craig Hoeppner & Judy Rupnow 

Gregory Holmes 

Alice Iaguinta 

Diane Jordan 

Joyce Jung 

Norbert Klein 

Joan Kuhn 

Barbara & Don Leininger 

Richard & Amy Leitheiser 

Karen Kletti 

Judith Krell 

Dennis & Mary Larsen 

Don & Nancy Leutschwager 

Norman A. Schowalter Community Trust 

Linda & Kevin Steiner 

Linda Vanden Heuvel 

Jim & Sue Wyatt 

Visionary $1000-$2,499 

Phyllis and Walter Malzahn Charitable Trust  

Memorials 

Thomas Weidman  

in memory of Donna S. Weidman 
Judy Zunker  

in memory of Goldie Richson 

Membership has its  

rewards. Become a    

Volunteer Member 

with as little as 10 

hours per year or a 

Donor Member with a 

gift of $25.00 or more. 

Find the right member-

ship level for you at: 

rootsbranches.org 

**Donors Since Last Newsletter** 

Joe and Edna Zadra’s Story 

West Bend had a population of about 5,000 when Joe 
and Edna Zadra, now 95 years young, moved their fami-
ly to our community in 1960.  There were no plantings 
whatsoever in the courtyard in front of their house and 
Joe got busy planting trees and perennials that are still 
there today.   

In their earlier lives, Edna worked in various offices in 
Madison, Chicago and elsewhere before settling down 
into marriage and raising children.  Joe has many mem-
ories of being in the second-world war in his experience.  
He went overseas in October, 1943, and saw the after-
math of the Normandy invasion that prior June.  Joe was 
a Master Sargent in the Battle of the Bulge and saw 
plenty of combat.  He was also fortunate to go on one of 
the Honor Flights to Washington.  Thank you for your 
service, Joe! 

When the Zadras finally settled in West Bend, Joe be-
came the CFO of the Gehl Company (now Manitou) and 
then CEO until 1985 when he retired.  He served as 
Chairman of the Board of the Gehl Company until 1995.  

He also served on numerous boards in the community such as the board of development, HS board, 
Hospital board for twenty five years and many other community organizations.  He is currently a mem-
ber of Kiwanis and active in the American Legion. 

Joe, a volunteer for Roots and Branches, single handedly maintained the courtyard in the front of his 
house.  He has found a neighbor, Eric Shaw, who now helps in the courtyard.  Joe is still seen weeding 
and delivering  the new plants from Roots and Branches.  They both feel they found a beautiful place to 
raise a family and appreciate the work we all do at Roots and Branches to help our city continue to be 
a beautiful place to live work, visit and raise a family.   

Joe and Edna have traveled to about thirty-four countries in their lifetime.  They have four children and 
eight grandchildren and a cottage up north where they still go often during the summer and entertain 
the family every Christmas.   

Joe, in talking about his experience in the service and all the boards he has served on, asks “How did I 
find time to do all that?”  Indeed, you are both a wonder and a role model for all of us.     

This is the second feature we have done on our volunteers and interesting people in West 
Bend and think it is a story you will all love. 

If you’re interested, like so many of us are, in preserving the natural beauty of 
the environment in West Bend, you may want to consider Roots and Branches 
in your will.  This kind of gift provides an opportunity for continued support of 

our community through the work of Roots and Branches.   

Please call our office if you have questions at 262-335-5083. 



Happy Valentines Day! 
Wishing our members, donors, & volunteers Happy Valentines Day. Here are some fun valentines to enjoy. 

Thank You Advertisers 

Roots and Branches has been providing 
trees to students in the West Bend School 
District for twenty-eight years.  We 
thought it would be fun to take a look at 
just a few of the students all grown up 
now with their trees – also all grown up 
now.     

Pictured on the left: Abby Lockrem, cur-
rent Grade 6 at Silverbrook West Bend, 
Jamie Brettingen, Spanish Teacher at St. 
Matthew’s Elementary, Campbellsport and 
attended St. Frances Cabrini in West 
Bend.  Aiden Brettingen K3 student, St. 
Matthew’s Elementary Campbellsport.  

Pictured on the right: Landon Diel, who 
planted his Arbor Day tree in 3rd grade.  

Arbor Day Trees Then & Now 

This year’s program will be held at Green Tree Elementary on Friday, April 27th 

Here is to another 28 years in making an impact!  


